
Upcoming 
Events

The Grade R class will be 
coming to Pretoria for their 

end of  year pool party on 15 
November.

The Grade R graduation and 
school Christmas program will 

take place on 22 November.

I have both found a new place 
to stay and will be moving this 

month to a new place!

I greatly look forward to seeing 
and sharing fellowship with 

those of  you in Grand Rapids 
come this Christmas season!

Spring in South Africa is one of  the most amazing things that I look forward to 
experiencing here every year!

Each Winter, from approximately May through 
September we experience very cool, dry, and 
sunny weather.  Rarely do you see a group of  
clouds float overhead and instead the horizon is 
a smokey, dusty blur from all the grass fires.  By 
July the entire stretch of  land from home to 
work is charred black, left looking parched and 
desolate.

But when those first rains come...  an instant transformation occurs!  The clouds 
of  dust are gone, the horizon is no longer a fuzzy image, but crisp, clean lines of  
mountains and hills far in the distance!  Those black and barren stretches of  land 
turn into a carpet of  velvety green!  Colors pop up everywhere, flowers blooming 
overnight, the streets turning purple with the Jakaranda buds... It is as if  a refresh 
button has been activated for all of  creation!

Though not a perfect illustration, I am 
reminded each year of  God’s faithfulness  
and grace through this magnificent 
event!  Without proper care of  our souls 
(prayer, reading the Scriptures, and 
worship and fellowship with other 
believers) we become dry and parched.  
Without that contact with our Saviour 
and Creator we become vulnerable to 
sin.  Yet, God pursues!  He pursues with 
his purifying fire, His tests and trials, His 
forgiveness.  He sweeps the debris away.  

Then, when we have found forgiveness, He extends His arms and opens His 
hands releasing his bountiful grace in showers over us.  This is how He grows us!  
We are His flowers to grow, prune, and to make bloom for His kingdom, for 
Christ-like beauty here on earth.  

1 Peter 1:6-7   Psalm 66:10-12   Acts 3:19-20

 God’s Restoring Grace 
For the beauty of the earth,  for the glory of the skies, 

 for the love which from our birth over and around us lies; 
Lord of all, to thee we raise this our hymn of grateful praise.

A  N E W S L E T T E R  F R O M  S O U T H  A F R I C A 

MEET ME IN MSANZI 
N O V E M B E R



Animal Antics

As both a teacher and a “nature-
enthusiast” I feel that I have been 
tasked with the responsibility of  
teaching my students how to love and care for God’s beautiful creation.  There has been a lot of  progress  
with these efforts in the past few years of  teaching, and it has reached a point where both myself  and my 
classroom often play host to lost and injured little creatures!  In the last few months our classroom has 
been the temporary home for a puppy, a baby sparrow, an itty bitty praying mantis, forty or so tadpoles 
that eventually turned into frogs, an injured chameleon, and a freshwater crab.

These little creatures have various ways of  finding their way to my classroom.  The puppy followed a 
bunch of  children to school as they walked.  A Grade 1 boy found the baby sparrow and since it was not 
ready to fly, he assumed it was injured and carried it all the way to school in his backpack to give to me, 
only to forget and remember it was in his bag around lunchtime!  The chameleon fell out of  a tree and 
was taken to an animal hospital in Pretoria.  The praying mantis was rescued from our classroom friend 
“the lizard” who lives on our walls and scoots around gobbling up the flies and mosquitos that plague 
our classroom these hot days.  We are happy to have him around, but I just couldn’t stand to see him eat 
such a tiny praying mantis!  The crab was introduced when we took a lovely walk down to the nearby 
river to let our fully grown frogs go, only to find more tadpoles and several crabs.  After much negotiating 
it was decided that one crab would suffice rather than five more tadpoles.

As chaotic as some of  these days have been with various little creations passing through, it is such a joy to 
teach the children through observation of  these amazing animals!



Meet Palesa
 Palesa, Palesa, Palesa.  Where do I begin with this little girl?  

She is a petit little thing to start, but her big personality 
makes up for what she lacks in physical size!  She loves to 
talk and will ramble on about stories, animals, and other 

sightings she has seen.  She would sing all day if  she could!  
She is always encouraging by giving a thumbs-up, a wink, or a high-five to whoever passes her desk, 

sometimes even a combination of  all three of  them! 

Palesa is one of  the most needy children in our classroom this year.  She stays at home with her mother, a 
brother of  8 years, and a sister of  4 years.  She has another brother that is much older, but he stays with 
another relative in a different part of  the community.  Their home is small, no more than maybe 8 feet by 
12 feet in size, and is made out of  aluminum.  There is no place for a toilet so one side of  the house is 
delegated for those necessary moments in a day or night.  The children sleep on the floor and are left home 
alone often.  
From the start of  the year God laid the needs of  this precious child on my heart even before I knew the 
home situation.  Palesa often struggles to keep up in class, not because she is unable, but because she has 
missed so much school this year and has not been able to build a good habit of  focus and structure in her 
school life.
Thankfully, God has blessed me with some extra finances and time throughout this year where she has been 
able to come home and stay with me for a few days at a time to get proper rest, food, and a little bit of  
stability every once and a while.

Please keep this beautiful and wonderful little girl and her family in your prayers!



Teaching Together

God’s gracious provision of  finances this year has been absolutely astounding!  

I was expecting to go through some “tight” times this year as I did not go back 
in June to fundraise, yet God sustained me!  All glory to Him and an abundance 
of  thanks to all the sponsors and donors out there both known and anonymous!

It is so amazing for me to see how the body of  Christ works...  It is so much fun 
to be the hands that physically do the work with the kiddos, but if  there were no 
hearts and other hands working overseas to make this possible, the work I have 
been given to do here would be greatly hindered.  So I thank the Lord, and I 
thank you!  He has truly blessed the children and me through them!

1 Corinthians 12: 12-31 and Romans 12:4-5

Write to me at:
 Sarsih Kegel
P.O. Box 1158
Derdepoort, Pretoria
Gauteng, South Africa
0039

Call me at:  +27 072 8693810

Check out photos and updates on 
Facebook: “Growing Grace in Africa”

Blog:  http://sarsih.wordpress.com/

Email:  sarsihkegel@gmail.com 	

PRAYER 
REQUESTS

Give thanks for the 
good attendance we 

have had in Grade R!  
With good attendance 
we can progress with 
our school work much 

more efficiently!

Please pray for the 
students and teachers 

to be able to finish 
strong as the year 
comes to and end.

Please pray for 
financial support to 
come through for 

basic budgeting needs 
for December and 
January, as well as 

finances for a reliable 
car.

Please pray especially 
for Palesa’s family, 
Thandeka’s family, 

and Lazaros’ family in 
their needy situations.

Please pray that the 
renewal of  my South 
African visa is granted 

soon!

If  you would like to donate or become a sponsor 
you can...

Go Online To:
http://mcasa.net/donate/

and click on the “Donate Now” button!

Donations via Post
can be sent to:

Friends of Mukhanyo
 P.O. Box 1443 

Carrboro, NC 27510

Memo:  “Sarsih Kegel”

All donations are tax deductible!
Thank you in advance for your support!  

God Bless!
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