
 The other day, I was  driving with some friends  and we were discussing 
some of the blessings  that God has  placed in our lives.  Some were big and some 
were small, but they were blessings  nonetheless.  And though we were all thankful 
for each of these gifts, we all recognized that God could easily remove them from 
our lives  if He saw fit.  Soon the question arose, “How many of us  could speak with 
confidence as  Job did, saying, ‘Blessed be the name of the Lord.’ when said blessings 
expire?”

	 I know that I have been challenged to say this  in faith with small things, 
and I have seen it in those around me for big things recently.  
When my good health deteriorates  and tonsillitis  keeps  me in bed, I am challenged.  
When my car breaks  down or refuses  to start all-together, I must trust.  When my 
co-worker and friend loses  her baby in her 8th month of pregnancy, we must accept 
God’s  timing.*  When a little girl is  struck down by a reckless  driver on the side of 
the road, faith in our all-seeing God must prevail.

	 The conclusion we came to, driving around in that car, was  that there is  
one, ultimate blessing, (after salvation) that can never be taken away from the 
Christian.  
	 That blessing is  the relationship  a child of God has  with the Father, the 
Saviour, and the Holy Spirit.  We may feel farther from God at times, but that is  our 
own mistake.  He will never  leave us, or forsake us.  He will  always  be with us, even in 
the midst of  trials.  

Blessed be the name of  the Lord.

Job 1:21   Deuteronomy 31:6 - 8
* On 20 June, Sabina, our school cook gave birth to a stillborn baby.  See Prayer Requests.

Joyful News!

I am very excited to share 
that my dear friend and co-
worker, Tumi, is expecting a 

baby this November!  She 
and her husband are very 

excited for this little blessing 
to arrive!  Please pray that all 
continues to go well with her 

pregnancy!
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Happy Mandela Day!

Former South African President, 
Nelson Mandela, was born on July 
18, 1918.  To celebrate his 
contribution to South Africa, people 
all over the country set aside 67 
minutes on his birthday to 
contribute to society.  The children 
of Mukhanyo Christian Academy 

dedicated their time to going across 
the street to pick up as much 
garbage as they could.  They were 
so enthusiastic that it only took 
twenty minutes!  In twenty minutes 
the children of MCA filled 16 
garbage bags and cleaned a large 
part of the very polluted grounds 
across the street from their school. 

For more photos check out: http://
sarsih.wordpress.com/2013/07/20/
mandela-day/	

Blessed Be the Name of The Lord 
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Over the winter holidays, after much planning with the family and the social 
worker, I was privileged to play hostess to four energetic boys from school.

Early on a Monday morning during holidays, I drove out to the township to 
pick up Fanuel, Abraham, Jeremiah, and Lazaros. (You may recognize their 
precious faces from past newsletters.)  After fetching them, we headed straight 
back to town where they sat pressed against the car windows reading every 
sign in sight, trying to count all the cars on the road, and were curious to know 
why there had to be so many stoplights.

Back at the house we read books, colored 
pictures, played with the dogs, and baked 
cookies.  It was a very eventful day!
Before bed, they were so excited to take a hot 
bath in a real bath tub, that once they all had 
taken a bath, they wanted to start all over and 
do it all again!  The excitement soon changed 
over though 
when they 

realized that they all got to sleep in a bed for 
the night.  I have never seen four little boys 
get so excited to go to sleep!
The following day we went to the shops 
together to pick out some things they 
needed before they went home and stopped 
for some fast-food lunch which brought 
smiles all around!  The ride home was very 
quiet as they didn’t want to leave.

It was so much fun spending such quality time with these boys that I have 
come to know so well through school.  Please pray that this positive interaction 
will build trust between the family that takes care of  them and myself  so that I 
can be more involved in their lives in the future!

PRAYER 
REQUETS

WISDOM AS A TEACHER 
TO KNOW HOW TO 

CARE FOR AND SERVE 
SOME OF THE VERY 

NEEDY CHILDREN I HAVE 
IN MY CLASS THIS YEAR.

SABINA, OUR SCHOOL 

COOK, AS SHE HEALS 
PHYSICALLY AND 

EMOTIONALLY FROM 
THE BIRTH OF HER 
STILLBORN BABY. 

GOOD HEALTH FOR 
BOTH TEACHERS AND 

STUDENTS.

THAT THE LORD 
WOULD PROVIDE 

FINANCIAL SUPPORT 
FOR THE REST OF THIS 

YEAR, AND FOR A 

“NEW,” RELIABLE CAR.

Holiday Fun



Welcome to Homegroup!

A little over a year ago, a couple of friends of 
mine invited me to join them for a weekly Bible 
study.  We agreed to meet on Tuesdays at 7, bring 
some snacks  to share, begin discussing a book of 
the Bible, and pray.  There were seven of us in 
total.

Now, almost a year and a half later, there are 
almost 30 of us!  Everyone brings an ingredient, 
we cook, we eat, we talk, we study God’s  word, 
and we pray for each other.

It is  so refreshing and uplifting to come together 
and be both encouraged and convicted during 
the “work week” with God’s word. 
Currently, we are studying the book of Galatians 
as  a group.  Once a month, we divide up and 
have separate “guys and girls” nights where we 
discuss  what it means  to be a man/woman of 
God.

Occasionally, we also have a social night!  The 
most recent social evening was spent driving 
around town after dark and looking for homeless 
people in need of some hot, homemade soup and 
bread for supper or a bag of groceries.  Within an 
hour we were out of all the soup and all the 
groceries!

A Visit from Gogo

   It is customary for parents and caregivers to visit the 
school on the last two days of  a term to collect their 
child’s school report.  As a teacher, especially for Grade 
R, these days tend to be frustrating as most parents don’t 
take it seriously enough to show up, and though this year 
was no exception, I did have a visit from one caregiver 
who truly amazed and entertained me.

  “Angela’s Gogo,” the great-great-grandmother of  one of 
my students (Angela) walked all of  4 kilometers to school 
to collect her great-great-grandaughter’s report.  This 
dear, elderly woman is 105 years old and does not know a 
single word of  English.  This does not daunt her at all 
though.  I sat with her for a full fifteen minutes “listening” 
to her tell me stories in her home Ndebele and Afrikaans.  
She was so thrilled that I sat there with her for that short 
space of  time that she promised me a present!  

  The next day I was rewarded with a lumpy envelope 
containing four, beautifully crafted pieces of  Ndebele 
jewelry.  All hand-made by “Gogo.”



Mid-Year Financial Status,
Cost Breakdown, and Needs

“But my God shall supply all your need according to his riches in glory by Christ Jesus.” 
- Phil 4:19

The Lord has provided so graciously for me this year financially!  I 
praise Him for His watchful eye and caring hands. And I am 
thankful for the generosity of  the many donors that have made this 
third year of  teaching possible!
For those of  you wondering what your donations are used for I 
have included a chart below with some further explanations to a 
couple of  categories..

To Donate

Go Online To:
http://mcasa.net/donate/

and click on the “Donate Now” button!

Donations via Post
can be sent to:

Friends of Mukhanyo
 P.O. Box 1443 

Carrboro, NC 27510

Memo:  “Sarsih Kegel”

All donations are tax deductible!

Thank you in advance for your 
support!  

God Bless!

Contact Information 
Mailing Address:
24 Freeland Ave Kilner Park, 
Pretoria 0186 South Africa
Phone Number:
011 +27 072 869 3810

Blog:
http://sarsih.wordpress.com/
Email:
sarsihkegel@gmail.com
Facebook:
“Growing Grace in Africa”

$150.00
$20.00

$50.00

$200.00

$30.00

$200.00

$450.00

$200.00Rent
Petrol
Food
Phone
Car Maintenance
Medical
Home & Hygeine Products
Miscellaneous

* Tithe & church collections not included*

Current Financial Needs:

• Funds for the purchase of  a 
“new” car.  (Goal: $5000)

• Monthly funding for August - 
December. ($1500/month)

Car Maintenance:  This category 
of  my budget has really inflated this 
year as my car has broken down several 
times, has had to be towed, fixed, and 
is currently not running at all, nor is it 
safe to drive.  I have since stopped 
servicing the car and am making an 
effort to save what I can for the 
purchase of  another secondhand car.  
Upon the purchase of  a “new” car I 
will be able to return the current car to 
the school.

Miscellaneous: This is a category 
containing several things that are not 
necessarily a monthly expense on their 
own.  Things like classroom cleaning 
supplies, underwear for students 
without, meals for families going 
through a trial, birthday gifts, 
additional classroom supplies not 
provided by the school, and any 
surprise costs that pop up.  I was even 
able to build new cubby-benches for 
the Grade R students one month!
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