
! When the new year started, I was waiting.  
Waiting, because I know that without fail, there will 
be some sort of theme as to what God has in store 
for this yearʼs growth in faith and in my 
relationship with Him.  Iʼve really started to look 
forward to it really!  Of course, God teaches me 
many things in a year, but it seems for the past 
few years there has been one particular thing, 
each year, that God has really brought to life in my  
life.  Something to challenge me and grow me... 
but what?

I was a bit surprised when my friend and 
Homegroup Bible Study leader started out this 
year with saying that he thinks this will be a year 
of weakness for many of us as we seek to see 
where our strength truly comes from.
He was right.

It is so easy, even though I realize how much I 
need God for so many things in my life, to still let a 
few things go without recognizing my dependance 
on God, even if I donʼt do so purposefully.  These 
first two months of school have been such an 
awakening, a conscious thinking of how I can 
better seek God as my strength and truly see how 
weak I am without Him!  It is my first prayer when I 
wake up and my constant exercise throughout the 
day to bring my weaknesses to Him and lean on 

Him as my strength in all that I do, especially 
when teaching.  (Phil. 4:13)
Itʼs a tough business, a wonderful, rewarding, and 
adventurous one, but tough.  It is easy to go on 
and on about all the fun times we have, and we 
really do!  However, it wouldnʼt be honest to say 
that there are never difficult days.  These beautiful 
little faces with perfectly created smiles have 
stories.  Stories that are heartbreaking, stories that 
have caused damage and have robbed the 
innocence of many.  As their teacher, it is not only 
my “job” to teach them, but to love them.  Even if it 
means keeping calm when a child urinates on the 
floor in anger, or spits on me, or bullies another 
child.  To love and be Christ to them even when I 
have to repeat myself fifty times for one student or 
to cover two other grades beside my own for 
another teacher!  I canʼt do it on my own.  I am 
weak.  I am weak, but Christ, God, the Holy Spirit 
in me, is strong.  It is His strength that carries me 
through those tough days as well as the easy-
peasy ones!  (Is. 40: 29 - 31 and Phil. 4:13)

We are blessed, brothers and sisters, to have 
such a God that can bear our burdens and carry 
us through our weaknesses!  Praise Him, plead 
with Him, rely on Him.
Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of 
His might. - Ephesians 6:10

For When I am Weak...
But He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is 

made perfect in weakness. ...For when I am weak, then I am 
strong.” - 2 Corinthians 12:9 - 10
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End of Year Celebrations

Graduation Day!

It is always humbling at the end of a school 
year to sit back and watch the little people, 
that I have spent the whole year teaching, 
walk tall and proud across a stage in their 
little caps and gowns to collect their Grade 
R certificate.  It is almost hard to recall the 
day that they came to school looking a bit 
lost and confused, giggling excitedly for the 
school bell to ring!
The newly graduated Grade R students 
celebrated the following day by coming to 
Pretoria for a pool party!

Holiday  

I was blessed during the school holidays to accompany the Miskin family to the Drakensberg Mountains and 
the South Coast for two weeks.  It was an amazing time of fellowship and a good time of “peace and quiet” 
with God.  To be in such beautiful places surrounded by His creation is truly medicinal for the body, mind, and 
soul.  I enjoyed the time away and the quiet moments to reflect back on the past school year and rejoice in 
Godʼs providence for me.  



A New School Year!

PRAYER 
REQUESTS

Thanksgiving for safe 
travels in the past two 

years and for 
continued travel 
mercies in 2013.

Praise for how God 
has provided through 
fellow brothers and 

sisters in Christ 
financially, and for 

consistent support for 
the year to come.

Please pray for the 
health of our students, 

especially Lazaros 
(age 6) and Samu 
(age 11) as they 

continually battle with 
various infections.

I always forget how absolutely tiny the new students are 
each year when they start with me!  My very first class, 
now in Grade 2, seem like giants next to them!  They come 
traipsing into the school yard with a mix of excitement and 
tentativeness.  They wander into the classroom when 
beckoned with wide eyes and gaping mouths.  Their little 
bodies seem to drown as they sit with their little legs 
dangling from their chairs.  It is a joyful time!  A time of new 
beginnings and fresh starts.  A time to get to know these 
new little people and watch God grow them!  

It is exciting, it is challenging, it is a blessing!

Thank You!
An enormous “thank you” to the many donors and sponsors that 
have already helped with a good start to my yearly budget!  So 

far approximately 5 months of this year are provided for!  I am so 
blessed!  It encourages me when I teach to know that it isnʼt just 
me that God is using in this, but all of you!  Even though you are 
so far away from the actual classroom, your presence is known 
because here I am, starting my third year of teaching, still being 

provided for, by God, through you!  I praise the Lord for you!  
Thank you!



Contact Information 
Mailing Address:
24 Freeland Ave Kilner Park, 
Pretoria 0186 South Africa
Phone Number:
011 +27 072 869 3810

Blog:
http://sarsih.wordpress.com/
Email:
sarsihkegel@gmail.com
Facebook:
“Growing Grace in Africa”

! God has been so good to bless me with traveling 
mercies to and fro everyday!  
! However, with all these travels, my poor car has 
really taken a beating!  I recently hit the  400,000km mark!  
Since this particular model of car (an old Toyota Corolla) is 
also particularly desirable within the township community, I 
had the unfortunate experience of being broken into one 
night causing some damage to the car and giving me the 
last push I needed to start looking for a different used car.  
! It is a tricky business finding a reliable, low-milage, 
fuel-efficient car for a reasonable price here in South 
Africa, but I think I have found a model that will work in all 
these categories!  The estimate I was given to sell the 
Toyota Corolla was approximately R25,000 (approximately 
$3,100) which was a huge surprise, and a real blessing 
considering that amount is half of what a reasonable used 
car would cost!

Please, if you feel that this is something that you would be 
able to contribute to, make a donation through:  http://
mcasa.net/donate/ or send a donation via post to the 
address of “Friends of Mukhanyo!”  

The memo when making a donation for this particular 
situation should read: Sarsih Kegel - Car.

Thank you for your support and prayers and I continue to 
travel such a distance every day! 

A Special Request... To Donate

Go Online To:
http://mcasa.net/donate/

and click on the “Donate Now” button!

Donations Via Post
can be sent to:

Friends of Mukhanyo
 P.O. Box 1443 

Carrboro, NC 27510

All donations are tax deductible!

Important:  The memo on the 
donation should read, “Sarsih Kegel” or 

“Sarsih Kegel - Car.”

Thank you in advance for your 
support!  

God Bless!

http://sarsih.wordpress.com
http://sarsih.wordpress.com
mailto:sarsihkegel@gmail.com
mailto:sarsihkegel@gmail.com
http://mcasa.net/donate/
http://mcasa.net/donate/
http://mcasa.net/donate/
http://mcasa.net/donate/
http://mcasa.net/donate/
http://mcasa.net/donate/

