
 He arrived on the first day of school in a shirt too big, pants too short, neither 
being school uniform, and shoes two sizes larger than they should have been.  
Yet, it was not his shabby appearance that caught my eye, but it was rather the 
immense joy in his eyes and the enormous smile that lit up his entire little face.
  His older brothers escorted him into the classroom 
where he struggled to hang up his bag as his 
sleeves kept insisting to fall over his tiny hands 
and fingers causing all sorts of confusion.

  “Hello Lazaros!” I greeted him.

  He didnʼt respond in words, but his smile grew even bigger as he clasped 
his hands together, scrunched up his shoulders, and bent over in a giggle.  
  The entire first week he didnʼt say a word.  He hardly paid attention to 
anything any of the teachers were saying.  He just wandered around in his 

own little world, exploring the 
classrooms and the school grounds all 
the while keeping the same bright grin 
on his face.  
  
  That smile stayed on his face.  It stayed even when the novelty of 
“school” wore off.  It stayed when he missed his transport to school 
and had to walk 7 kilometers (a little over 4 miles) to school in his 
older brotherʼs hand-me-down shoes that were two sizes too big.  
That smile stayed when the other kids wouldnʼt sit with him because 
he hadnʼt been bathed and was beginning to smell.  That smile still 
lights up his face everyday and brightens up mine each time I see it.  
I want to keep it that way.  

Lazaros may be one of the smallest, youngest, and most vulnerable 
of the children at our school, but his 
joy, his contagious happiness, is one 
of the many amazing blessings that I 
am privileged to experience as a 

teacher here.  I hope that I can continue to learn from such small 
children, like Lazaros, as long as I am a teacher, and I pray that God will 
always have a place for me here with these children for as long as I am 
able, to give them the love of Christ in return.

    “...but Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me and do not hinder 
them, for to such belongs the kingdom of heaven.’”

- Matthew 19:14

Meet Lazaros

*For more information on Lazaros and his family please visit my blog and click on the                        
Home Visits page.*


